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     Her name is Dinah. Told in her voice The Red Tent is a story of ancient womanhood.  She speaks of her hard working childhood, her calling to midwifery, and going to a new home in a foreign land.  Her father was Jacob, her brother Joseph.  Hers is the account of the generation that raised her.  She had four mothers, Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, and Bilhah.  Dinah tells of helping grind grain and caring for the baby boys in the family.  Woman in that time wanted daughters in order to keep their memories alive.  Sons did not hear their mother's accounts of family life within the clan..  Tales Dinah heard were offerings of hope and strength, memories that kept her alive even as she traveled to a distant land.  These are the narratives told among the women in the Red Tent where babies were born and died, where women suffered at each new moon, and endured the pain of childbirth.  It was usually against custom for anyone past weaning and not yet a woman to enter the tent. but because Dinah was the only daughter of Jacob she was allowed into the Red Tent as a child.  Within the tent the truth was known about coming to womanhood, as well as the truth about the the happenings within the families in the clan.  It was there Dinah learned the secret birthing songs of the women of the Shechem valley.

     The author, Anita Diamant, says that "The Red Tent is not a translation but a work of fiction."  The book is based on stories in the Bible however,  the events and characters are products of Diamant's imagination.  The author points out that her book is "a radical departure from the historical text."

     The "midrash" an ancient literary form was used by Diamant to aid in her writing.  This kind of story telling made sense of the Bible.  It tells us about events before and after the photographic flash.  Only Diamant can explain what the Bible would have been like had it been written by women.  Her story has timeless resonance.  It is simply a great read.

     Anita Diamant is from Massachusetts.  She has written five books about Jewish life including The New Jewish Wedding and Choosing a Jewish Life.  Her rich storytelling gives us a new view of the biblical women's community.

